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Tombs Restored and High
Altar in Sumptuous

Hangings.
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by side

By The Mev, JOCELYN PERKINS,
Sacrist and Minor Canon of Westurinster
Abbey.
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HE beloved Princess Mary will|
I in a very litera]l sense lntlr.*mli
be making history when she |
stands  clde with Viscount
apolles in front of the High .\'I.lu{l
of Westminsier Abbey on the lust day |
of the present month.

Strange to say. hers will be the firs |,
marriage of u King's daughter ever
witnessed by the gray old walls of the
vbbey, Stranger still thls will only
be the third royval wedding which has
ever taken place on thils, the most
historic spot in the British Empire.
The first was solemnized when the
present heautiful choir had been stand-
ing only a few months, The second |
was the mightily popular marringe of
Princess Patricla of Connaught and
Commander Ramsey just three years
ago. This paucity of royal weddings|
at the abbey is remarkable, to say the
lcagt of it, when one thinks of the vast
number of other great royal functions
suell as coronations,
forth whicly have here taken place,
However, there are the written rec-
ords and on this subject they are
mute.

The first of these three royal
maidens was the beauteous Aveline,
who was married to the second son
of King HMenry IIT., popularly known
a8 Fdmund Crouchback. By an in-
teresting  coincldence the
thia royal pair, which lie on the north
side of the abbey high altar,
recently been undergoing a remark-
able process of renovation and they
will be complete just in time for the
great day.

It appears that about two hundred
years ago the abbey authorities of the
time were advised to cover these two
magnificent thirteenth century tombs
with a coating of varnish, having for
its object the preservation and pro-
tection of their beautiful coloring.

Unfortunately, a kind of chemical
process took place in the course of
vears quite the reverse of what, was
anticipated and the tombs turned to
the color of very dark oak. It has
been found possible, however, within
the last few months by means of a
secret process to remove all the hid-
eous and disfiguring varnish. The col-
org are once more disclosed to view
and in some places the gold is shining
with all its old medimval luster. It is
in the highest degree appropriate that
this work should have been completed
in time for the marriage of a king's
daughter for the first time in the
abbey,

Some Unsightly Munuments.

People over and over again, and not
unnaturally, express their regret and
even horror at the wvay in which this
beautiful church, "the loveliest and
most lovable thing in Christendom,"”
has been spoiled by the addition of in
congruous and unsightly monuments,
notably in the eighteanth and nine-
teenth centuries. One place, however;
has egcaped this epidemlic of bad taste;
viz., the high altar and the east end
of the abbey generally.

Here the whole thing is beautiful,
harmonious and tasteful to & degree,
while every stone, one might almnst
say, forme a history in itself.

The high altar at the occasion of
the royal wedding will be arrayed In
sumptuous hangings of white silk to
which a more than ordinary Interest
js attached. It is the time honored
custom, in fact, it has virtually the
force of law, that the sovereign of
England and his consort should make
a solemn offering to Westminster Ab-
bey at the time of their coronation.
It Is Jaid down that thig offering shall
ronsist of an ingot or solid wedge of
zold on the part of the sovereign and
a mark of gold in the case of the
queen consort, while both of them pre-
wont in addition a pall or altar cloth.

During post Reformution times the
izter item has generally been repre-
pented by a quantity of rich silk o
cloth of gold, but in 1911 King Georg:
V. and Queen Mary decided to revert
to the practice of thelr more distant
predecessors. The result was that
Westminster Abbey became enriched

| ut the coronation of 1011 by a pref-
erably superb white frontal, the gift
of the King, and a dossal, the gift of

| the Queen. They were embroldered at

' the Vietorla and Albert Museum at

| Eouth Kensington on the model of a

- splendid old plece of medieval em-
irroidery belonging to a country church
111 the west of England.

1t should be added that the por-

. traits of the present King and Quesn
sppear on the later plece of embrold- |
ey, The llkenesses of the two kneel-
ing figures to their originals are quite

remarkable and form a striking testi-

mony to the possibilities of the neelle

&s a portrait maker.

Giolden Processlonal Cross,
Hard by the high altar stands usu- |
ally the golden processional eross of
Westminster Abhey, which will, of

funerals and so

tombs  of
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]
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of devoted service in the r‘nlabllal'.mvul |
of one of the canons of Westminster
#t that time, bequeathed {100 with
whieh to purchase these splendid spee-
Iimensg of Restoration metalwork.
These two cundlesticks many gene-
rations later served as the model for
the equally massive and imposing altar
cross  which  algo commemorates a
wedding which attracted an immense
amount of public attention ut the time.
It was that of Lady Margaret Prim- |
rose, daughten of the Earl of Rose-|teresting to note that it has been un-
bery, to the present Marquis of Crewe, | dergoing of late, like the neighbor-
which took place in the summer of | ing tombs, u remarkable process of
1599, | renovation which has brought to light
ull kinds of unsuspected beautles.
Again, mention must not be omitted
the peerless stained glass which
occupies three of the great windows

VISCOUNT LasceLLES

| Earl of Hosehbery's Gift,

After the great ceremony was over
the Earl of Rosebery, being desirous of
presenting a permanent memorial of
the event to the abbey, decided thar'
it should take the form of an altar
cross, which has been designed on the |

of

ster Abbey. It was found necessary
to remove this glass at the time ot
the anxiety cavsed by the ralds of the

and generally: cleaning it, a4 work
which has heen earrled out with amaz-
ing suecese at the Vietoria and Albert
Museum

‘The brilllancy of the coloring I=
striking to a degree and It would seem
almost as though the Kaiser's Zeppe-
lins were blessing In  disgulse to
| Westminster Abbey, for had not these
| windows been removed their bad con-
!fi‘.n-m would never have been discov-
| ered, neither would their
beauty ever have been revealed to the
| men and women of the present gen-
eration.

Beneath the feet of the Princess and
her bridegroom will spread a most re-
markable pavement of marble and mo- |
salc work dating right back to the
thirteenth century. This pavement
and the workmen who were employed |
to lay 1t down were brought from
Italy by Richard de Ware, one of the
greatest of the medimval abbots of the
Church of Westminster, just at the
time when the present choir was|
opened In the presence of King Henry
IIL.

The beauly of the pavement in gpite
of the ill-usage which it has under- The abbey woarkinen are now en-
gone in former generations, is striking | gaged in replacing the windows with

to a degree and it is particularly in- | desperate haste, Two of them are by
I
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high up at the east end of Westmin- |

madel of the candlesticks of Saruh | German Zeppeling, The opportunity
Huches, upwards of two centuries wus subsequently taken of renewing
older. | '

waondrous |

this time in situ and it may be pretty |
well taken for granted that their com- |
panion wijll be in posltion and that
all three will be ready to add their
own contribution of beauty and gor-
geous coloring to the great scene on
February 28,

sSigning of the Negister,

The signing of the register at the
conclusion of the service will be at-
tended with more than usual interest.
There are varlous difficulties in the
way of employing the room ordinarily
used for this purpose, namely, the fa-
mous Jerusalem Chamber. Hence, it
has been decided that this, the final
act in the great ceremony, shall h-.-|
carried out behind the high altar in |
the Chapel of 8t. Edward the Confes- |
sor, a spot which may fairly be re-|
garded us the midcentre of the Brit- |
tzh Empire.

Ilere lles the sainted Confessor him-
self in a noble shrine which still re-

| tains many vestiges of its original
inmgnm(:on-rﬁ_ At the foot of the|
shrine stands the altar which hearsi

his name, which will be decked with
flowers and lights, All round lle the
sleeping Plantagenets, Henry IT1., Ed-
ward 1., Edward 111., Richard 1I.,
Henry V., and not a few of thelr re-
spective consorts.

| A'venerable oak table will be placed |

|on the south side of the shrine and
here in the presence of not more than
gome seven or eight palrs of eyes at
the most and under the supgrintend-
lence of the Chapter Clerk West-
minster Abbey, will Princess Mary |
and Viscount Lascelles set their hands |
and signatures to the solemn oath and |
covenant which they will just hu\-e,-l

made to each other in front of the
High Altar but n few yvards distant |
Nowhere slse in the whole world could
there be found such & mighty “cloud
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cuurse, be carried at the head of the
cholr and clergy at the time of the
voyal wedding, This beautiful work
of art possesses n certaln personal In-
drrost of {ts own, for it Is vlosely as-
toctated with a terrible crisls in the
life of the bride's grandfather.

1t will be remembered that in June,
1%02, King Edward V11, was suddeniy
#truck dewn, to the horror of his sub
jects, by dire disease, which led to the
postponement of the coronation for
many weeks. Among the many dis-
rppointed guests at that time was Ras
Makunan, the official envoy from the
totart of  Abyusinla, So soon as this
plous donor heard the bad tidings he
communicated with the Dean of West-
minster and asked (o be allowed to
present a volive offering for the res-
toration of the stricken monarch to |
hin full health. The offer was ac.
cepted and it eame to take the form
of this beautiful work of art which
plways plave a prominent part In the
many sreat functions at Westminster
Abbey.

Standing prominently upon the high
altar are othet treasurves which for
heanty ecanhot well be surpasscd. Thore
for instance are the two massive can- |
dlesticks of silver gilt nearly three
faet in height which became the prop-
erty of the abbey so far back as the
yeoar 1600, They were glven hy a cer-
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of witnesses,"” drawn from all 1u-|'|tula| ville, N. 1., for winight's visit. Mr,
in the history of England, i\l'r‘; ::T""r rii is here ]
' i o ar & brief visit with Mrs el I
While this §.~1ih‘|lll| r:anm».nuln W s A Claiic Bl N .1lrlt‘ r’!.r 4 unt
taking place the Inevituble pause In| i oo . b e York “”!||
the service will be filled up by the | her nlece Miss Agnes ””‘.”'"_,_ nlrl
rendering of an unthem by the Abbey | Toronto |
choir, It will not last more than @ few | Among recent New York arrivals are |
minutes at the most and then will| Mr. and Mrs. Willlam L. Judeon., Mr
come the great climax of all pand Mre. F. B. Appleton, Mr. and Mrs.
Preceded by the scarlet robed choir F:{"“""' R. Eagen, Mr. and Mrs Johr |
and clergy and followed by the bride's | ’I‘I'.hl'"'.'_“'-I‘.'“f' Frank L. Zerega and -‘“'-]
father und mother, together with a|’ ”1_ '.‘t ﬁ'_ - o L
glittering troop of princes and prin- ln‘;u;-.ﬂ-rl‘b [,__I‘I'I_':]‘I_J'\Tr:\ ITth:H" ”.I _1;"_'
cesses, will the happy pair pass AoWN | Alexander 1. Dommierioh  reension,
the entire length of the historic old| Conn.; Bishop M. J, Crane, recently
Abbey to the triumphant strains of the | appointed liary to Cardinal Dough-
wedding march, and when at length | erty: Mrs. George R. Sinnlckson, Mrs
they reach the West Door they will be Howell Lloyd, Mrs, Ben imin Miller
grested with the music of the gredt lm:?;]u Miss Harriette Roberts, Philadel- |
peal of bells in the northwest mwm'“i!rs. Zachary Wainwright Tinker has

of the Abbey and the delighted plauod-

gOne to New York for a visit of several |

its of & London crowded for the ocea- | weoks and will return to her cottage
slon well nigh 10 suffocation Idylwood, early In Maorech, Mr, and Mre. |
' - — Theodore [, Bogert of New York, who
. Blenvenu, enteriained at dinpner
Many fﬂlﬂ NEW York Mra. M. Stuart Palmer, now |
- a permanent restident of Hot Springs, |
Hot Spr!ngs CO!OHY. gAYe @ Lea party at pegide Cottags
— Mr. and Mrs. Hugh J, Robertson, _I--_l
Hor Srmives, Va.. Feb, 18, —Mr, #nd | have returned to New York afte; r-uh-_if -
Mrs. Ernesto ¢:. Fabbrl have returned | i28..° fortnight hers. Mrs. Richard |
o < - | Fitzhugh Ledyard of New York ] goane |
from New York with Mme. Fabtbri, Mro to Washington after a fortnight's sn-
Egisto Fabbri and Mr, Charles 5, Cush- | journ and Mr. and Mra WiHlam 11
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#0 says the gentleman above, as
he basks in the sunshine on the

EAST COASTorFLORIDA

and revels in the beauties surrounding him. Try it,
if yon doubt him. Visit these delightful shores, the
rendezvous of all the social world, yield to the
spell of happiness and contentment that permeates
everywhere,and you'll quickly agree with the verdict,
Surf - Bathing, Golf, Fishing, Tennis,
Sailing and every outdoor Summer Sport.
All Hotals now open— Amerwan Plan
St Augustine
81 Augustine | LieTe
Ormond-on-the-Halifax . |
Palm Beach | ..
Palm Brach
Minmi
Loag Key
Ker Weat |
Nassnu, Bah, . Colonial
Nassau, Hahama lelands Royal Vietoria
Through Pullman trainn from New York direct to all Ea
resarts including Key West for Havana: and from other
through Pollmans to Jacksnville make close connections with
car and Sleeping car trainson the F.E
Through Sleeper, Boston snd Miami. duily

FLORIDA EAST COAST
(FLAGLER SYSTEM)
NEW YORK OFFICE: 243 Fifth Avenoe
Phones: Madison Square 9230 and 9231
GENERAL OFFICES, St Augustine, Fla.
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TIC CITY, N.]J.

PEND WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY and the rest of

the weekend ar The Ambassador. The midweek holiday
offers opportunity for a nice vacation with only a slight loss
of time ﬁom business, Enjoy The Ambassador's great sea
water pool; lounge ar ease on the spacious sun decks over-
looking the Boardwalk and the Sea; dance in the Oriental
Garden and Pompeian Grill. Golf, horseback riding and
countless other delightful fearures
Special Holiday Program

Reservations made for Atdannc
Ciry at Ambassador, Park Ave, THE AMBASSADOR HOTELS SYSTEM
at S1se St., N. Y. C or direct Ambasandor, Atlantic City  Amhassador, Los Awgales

Telephone Rhinelander 9000, Ambassadar, New York Alerandria, Los Angelra
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Fireproof
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ATLANTIC CITY. N. J.
Unusually attractive during the Winter Season
Rates greatly reduced

uxurious, heated Solarium, bathed in sunshine, overlooking the
ocean, where charming afternoon musicales and complimentary

%

“Five O'clock " Tea Service invites complete relaxation after your return
from an outing onthe exhilarating Boardwalk. or from the Golf Course,

North Caroling. North Caroling,

{merican and European plans
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Maror
Albemarle Park
Gsheville, N.C.

Set in a green and blossoming park in
the clear, life-giving atmosphere of
“The Land of the Sky.” Simple,
perfect service, homelike informality,
concentrated comfort. One of those
“wholly satisfying” places found once
in a while and never forgotten. Horse-

back riding. Finest of motor roads.
Through Sleeping CarService Dailyfrom New York

Perfect Golf in a Perfect Climate

Y i

3 ;;«C 2 All other Sports in Perfection
E;! W ALBERT H. MALONE, Manager
Rnezvc:iom In America « - @n English Jnne
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ATLaNTIC CITY
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geographical center of v —Impertant  commuting
Atlantic City's pleasure //""\l {zcters which invariably
i“““?"' Thf\ finest resort ~ make Gramatan the pref- |
otel on either cont : . i
MOt erence as the IDEAL

embracing the best that
hotel science can devise in
the way of comfort and
grat!fying luxuries. Spaci-
ous rooms and suites di-
rectly on the ocean front.
Private sea water baths,
American and European
plans. The famed Restau-
rant T aymore. Fireproof.
Open all year. Floor charts
on rcql]c\'.

Daniel 8. White
Pres.

WINTER HOME for
New York': business men.

—

Sundays and holidays
Table d'hote luncheons $1.75 |
Table d'hote dinner, $2.00
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Heart-warming Festivities— Nlusic

| Entertainment—Dancing
| Wednesday, February 22nd, $2.00
| Onlv 45 minutes’ travel—Warmer than New York and a great deal
| I',,. ilier. Uutdoor recreation ay i indoor cosine

[ ial reduced rates over the Week End Mak eserva now |

;:!“.T]". Winned Barn Dance Saturday evening, Feb, 251!
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